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Inauguration of 29th President Warren G. Harding (1921)

Of the 3 speeches analyzed, VADER 
determined sentiment with…

20.5% false positives

16.4 % false negatives

…on average. 
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—Warren G. Harding

We crave friendship and 
harbor no hate.

Compound: -0.4588 Neg: 0.461 Neu: 0.312 Pos: 0.227
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—Franklin D. Roosevelt

only a foolish optimist can 
deny the dark realities of 

the moment.

Compound: -0.0258 Neg: 0.283 Neu: 0.503 Pos: 0.214



Word Breakdown

Foolish Negative: -1.1

Optimist Positive: 2.4

Deny Negative: -1.4



—Franklin D. Roosevelt

only a foolish optimist
can deny the dark

realities of the moment.

Compound: -0.0258 Neg: 0.283 Neu: 0.503 Pos: 0.214



—Franklin D. Roosevelt

stripped of the lure of profit by 
which to induce our people to 
follow their false leadership,

they have resorted to 
exhortations, pleading tearfully for 

restored confidence.

Compound: 0.823 Neg: 0.0 Neu: 0.736 Pos: 0.264



Word Breakdown

Profit Positive: 1.9

Restored Positive: 1.4

Confidence Positive: 2.3



—Franklin D. Roosevelt

stripped of the lure of profit by 
which to induce our people to 
follow their false leadership,

they have resorted to exhortations, 
pleading tearfully for restored

confidence.

Compound: 0.823 Neg: 0.0 Neu: 0.736 Pos: 0.264
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COVID,
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story”
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117- Many centuries ago, Saint Augustine, a 

saint of my church, wrote that a people was a 

multitude defined by the common objects of their 

love. [0.67]

118 - What are the common objects we love

that define us as americans? [0.64]

120-126 - Opportunity. [0.42] Security. [0.34] 

Liberty. [0.53] Dignity. [0.40] Respect. [0.48]

Honor. [0.49] And, yes, the truth. [0.61]



162 - We face an attack on democracy and on 

truth. [-0.20]

163 - A raging virus. [-0.53]

164 - Growing inequity. [0.18]

165 - The sting of systemic racism. [-0.62]

166 - A climate in crisis. [-0.62]



Conclusions

II. Overall, VADER captures most sentiment; especially 
when orators use enumeration

I.  VADER misses negations, despite being rules-based

III. Mixed emotions in political speech can often confuse 
VADER in determining sentiment
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